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THE SOCIETY OF THE SONS OF SAINT TAMMANY 
OP PHILADELPHIA. 

BY FRANCIS VON A. CABEEN. 

(Continued from page 347.) 

We now encounter a curious function performed by the 
Saint Tammany Society. 1 

" On Monday last the Sachems of St. Tammany gave an 
invitation to Cornplanter, commonly called Captain O'Beal, 
a sachem and five others of the Seneca Nation to visit the 
Wigwam on the Banks of Schuylkill where he was in- 
formed the Sons of St. Tammany meet every year to cele- 
brate the memory of their old Chief St. Tammany. Cap- 
tain O'Beal accepted the invitation as an honor done to him 
and said he was sure the Great God above (who directed all 
our actions) put it in our hearts. 

" About three o'clock in the afternoon the Sachems waited 
on the Chiefs at their lodgings at the Indian Queen, and 
from thence attended them seperately to an appointed ren- 
dezvous near the Wigwam ; they proceeded thence (a Sa- 
chem of St. Tammany leading each an Indian Chief) to 
the Wigwam. Three of the Indians had fallen in with a 
corps of the Militia from whom a deputation had just been 
sent to offer an escort to the Indian Chief and were by them 
conducted to the Wigwam. On the arrival of the Chief at 
the Wigwam a salute of cannon was given by the Sachems 
and the colours of the State and St. Tammany with the 
Dutch and French standards, and the Buck Flag, were imme- 
diately displayed. They were then conducted into the Wig- 
wam and after proper salutations, Captain O'Beal said he 
must speak a few words to his brethern, the white folks, on 

1 Independent, April 22, 1786. 
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the civilities he now received. This he did in a manner 
truly dignified, in the following words : 

" 'Brothers: 

" 'Hearken to what I tell you. You know that the Great God, our 
greatest King, reigns in Heaven above us all. He sees all our doings, 
so that we ought to be wise and virtuous. This great gathering of our 
brothers is to commemorate the memory of our great-grand-father. It is 
a day of pleasure (pointing to St. Tammany colors). You know that 
your and our grandfathers loved one another and strongly recommended 
to their children to live in union and friendship with all their brethren 
and to bury the hatchet forever. I also wish (looking up to heaven) that 
we may all live as our great-grand-fathers lived, in peace and unity ! 

' ' ' The business I am come on is to have us all united as one man, and 
it will be my happiness to have it so. Let us keep fast the chain ot 
friendship, and put the same around us. Then we shall have nothing to 
fear from the great kings on the other side of the waters. Brothers if we 
can effect this to become brothers united as one man there is no people 
that shall think evil of us, that a frown from us will not intimidate. I 
heard it said our great-grand-fathers are dead. They are not dead. They 
now look down upon us and know what we are doing. Much more ; 
God looks upon us and sees what we are doing. I think God Almighty 
at this time is sorry for the poor Indians. He is grieved at the afflic- 
tions now come upon them. The cause of my sorrow is from the Eng- 
lish on the other side of the water. They have brought it on us. You 
thirteen Sires, I am now to speak a word to you. I hope you have ob- 
served that I have always tears in my eyes. I am sorry that we have 
been led astray ; I hope that you will do everything to put me right. 
Then God will look down upon you and us and help us ; he will have 
pity on us both, if we do right.' 

" A discharge of thirteen cannon and three huzzas from 
the company, consisting of upwards of 2000 persons, tes- 
tified their approval. The Chief was then led by the Sa- 
chems of St. Tammany to the council fire at the flag 
staff, where they and the officers of militia, with a num- 
ber of citizens, formed a circle round the same, and 
smoked the great calumet of peace. The Indian Chief now 
said : ' that we have been refreshing ourselves with wine, it 
is fit that our old friend who has gone before us (pointing 
to the portrait of St. Tammany on the colors) shall have a 
glass, and if we pour it on the ground, the ground will suck 
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it in and he will get it.' On this he walked with one of the 
St. Tammany sachems round the council fire pouring out 
a libation of wine. The Chief then with his companions, at 
the request of the company gave a war dance, and was 
afterwards joined with the sachems of St. Tammany, and 
the ofiicers of the militia in a peace dance, and a dance of 
mirth. The Chief and his people and sachems of St. Tam- 
many, having seated themselves on the council seat of the 
wigwam sent by the Kuskusy Nation, for some minutes after 
which, one of the sachems of the Wigwam (The old Sachem 
not being present), gave the following answer to Captain 
O'Beal. 

' ' ' Brothers we are glad to see you. You say that the great God above 
sees us and that we ought to be wise and virtuous. He is our great 
Father. We are his children, and you and we are all one family. He loves 
us when we love one another and live as brethern. This is to be wise 
and virtuous. We may say this is a day of pleasure. The Great Spirit 
is pleased to see us meet as friends, and live as brothers. Our great- 
grand-fathers lived as brothers, and wished it to be so forever. We meet 
as brothers, and it is to us a day of pleasure. We remember our great- 
grand-fathers. We meet here every year to remember our great-grand- 
father Tammany, and three years ago we buried the hatchet in a great 
deep hole near that stump ; we covered it with heavy stones because we 
wished it never to rise again. You will see great trees growing over it 
under which we wish that our children may sit. We kindled a fire here, 
it is a bright fire, for our young men to sit by, and there are twelve other 
fires. But there is a greater fire than all of them. We are glad you 
are going to that great fire. You will find the road plain and bright. 
They will bind the chain of friendship round their bodies, and it can- 
not be broken, but by cutting them in two. We have nothing to fear. 
Our great men will dry the tears from your eyes. Then we will help to 
keep the eyes clear. We are pleased that you came ; to effect this God 
sent you. He loves peace and friendship. We love you because you 
are from the great-grand- father, and we shall never forget that you visited 
our wigwam.' 

" A salute of the cannon was then given and three huzzas 
— the several colours were struck, and the Indian Chiefs 
with the Sachems of Saint Tammany, were escorted by the 
militia under arms to their lodgings at the Indian Queen. 
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" The whole was conducted with great harmony and 
good humor ; and the conduct of the chief and his nation 
was grand and nohle." 

"We are led to believe that the company of militia re- 
ferred to in the account of this council fire with the Indians 
was a volunteer company called the Buck Tails, com- 
manded by a Captain Sproat, and that the buck flag that 
was unfurled was the flag of this command. 1 "We wish to 
call attention to what purports to be a letter from Corn- 
planter which appeared in the newspapers shortly after his 
visit to Philadelphia, but which was never written by him, 
and it was so understood at the time. Prom its construction 
and language it evidently emanated from some member of 
the Society of Priends, and was intended as a hit against the 
Saint Tammany Society. We give it in its entirety ; though 
antagonistic, it unwittingly adds lustre to the Tammany cele- 
brations ; for while the writer did not approve of them, still 
they were held by the community in such high esteem that 
" gentlemen of the cloth" were willing to be seen at them. 

" Translation of a letter from the Indian Chief, now in 
this city, to one of his relations, a Chief of the Seneca 
Nation. 

" ' New Yoek, May 6—1786— 

" ' Benowned Kinsman : 

" 'After an agreeable journey, we arrived in this city a few days ago, 
where we have been kindly received and hospitably entertained by the 
Wisemen who compose the perpetual council fire of the new nations of 
our brothers of this island. 

' ' ' You know, Kinsman how much pains our white brothers have taken 
to cause us to renounce our independent and happy mode of life and to 
exchange it for what they call the pleasures of civilization and religion ; 
but they now think differently, both of their own and of our manner of 
living from what they did when the great King over the water put dust 
in their eyes and kept them in darkness. They now begin to see in 
what the fine dignity and happiness of man consists and that labour, 
trade, and the mechanic arts, are only fit for women and children ; and 
as for the old stories they used to tell us about religion, no body believes 
in them now but a few old women. As a proof of this preference of 



1 Watson's Annals, Vol. III. p. 229. 
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our manners and principles to their own, a large body of the citizens of 
Philadelphia, assembled on the first day of May on the banks of the 
Schuylkill every year, and then in the dress of Sachems celebrate the 
name, character and death of old King Tammany, in eating, drinking, 
smoking, dancing, and singing around a fire. This entertainment ends 
as all such entertainments do with us, in drunkenness and disorder, 
which are afterwards printed in their newspapers in the most agreeable 
colours, as constituting the utmost festivity and joy. But the principal 
end of this annual feast is to destroy the force of the Christian religion. 
For this religion you know forbids self murder and drunkenness. Now 
by honoring and celebrating the name of Tammany who killed himself 
by burning his cabin over his head in a drunken frolic, they take away 
all infamy from these crimes and even place them among -the number of 
virtues. Two or three Priests generally attend at this feast with the 
ensigns of their professions, that is, with large white wigs and black 
coats : and as the people here are more disposed to follow the example 
than the precepts of their priests, the example of these holy Sachems, 
has had a great effect in undeceiving the people as to their notions about 
religion and in introducing among them our maxims respecting murder 
and drunkenness. Let us hold fast renowned Kinsman, the customs 
and traditions of our fathers and disdain to copy anything from a people 
who are every day advancing to our state of simple manners and national 
sobriety. Farewell. 

" 'CORNPLANTER.' " 

This year's (1786) celebration is mentioned in one paper 
in not a very complimentary manner, but as the account 
shows that " faction" — i.e., party influences — for the first time 
is beginning to assert its power over the Society, we give it 
at length. 

"Monday last, being the anniversary of St. Tammany, 
the day was generally observed, and happily spent and 
commemorated at different places, by several companies of 
citizens. 1 

" We should do much injustice to Mr. Pole, if we now 
neglected our respects to him on this occasion. He indeed 
deserves great credit for those tickets of invitation which he 
took the liberty of presenting and without whose particular 
services, he might have escaped every kind of notice or 
distinction. The principal characters of the party of his 

1 Independent, May 6, 1786. 
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leaders assembled at the Council Fire on Schuylkill and with 
pleasure, it has been observed, many good and worthy in- 
habitants of this place, among whom, some of the Sachems 
claim, our most sincere respects joined them. Although 
every mind might not have been altogether pleased and 
reconciled with the arrangement of matters, yet from the 
universal regard to St. Tammany, there is little if any reason 
for serious complaint among generous Americans. 

" When the anniversary again returns, it is to be hoped 
that the natives and citizens of the country will not be 
treated with the distance and reserve tbat has been too often 
observed. The Poles and Fishing Tackle must be better 
regulated. Indeed there are many striking circumstances to 
justify the idea, that under the specious purposes of cele- 
brating St. Tammany's day thefoxified objects of faction and 
policy — like snakes in the grass, have crept into measures 
other wise set apart for undisguised sociability. Nothing is 
more odious and intolerable, than the sly impositions, the 
craft and artifices of faction. And to an ingenious mind 
nothing is more abominable than that man who devotes and 
lays himself out for the scandalous speculations, and the 
political cutiery of degenerated party. . . . This sort of crea- 
ture is the tool for knaves to work with . . . and make use 
of to serve their interests, while he intends only to pursue, 
though in that line he is sure to shackle his own. He values 
himself on the promising banquet, without regard to conse- 
quences. He is an inflexable friend to everything that 
resembles a mystery; thinks Common Sense too common 
and political non sense to be always a proof of propriety and 
inspiration. Right and wrong (unerring standards) he 
measures not by the interests of mankind but by trifling 
and unmeaning rules invented by his patrons and conductors 
and calculated chiefly for their own benefit. He is a friend 
to no man . . . envious, sullen, and morose ... all his 
thoughts exceed our notions of social pursuits and manly 
joy. ... A sour face and a bitter implacable heart are his 
qualifications. 
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"It is wonderful, observes a correspondent, how this 
stupid animal could ever be in repute, how the most insig- 
nificant and worst being in the universe could be any ways 
acceptable to the best." 

It is very evident from the above that Mr. Pole's back 
had to receive the blows of the opposing party as adminis- 
tered by the editor of the paper, and he also had to bear 
the punishment intended for more exalted members of the 
Society, that possibly it was deemed wise or expedient not 
to mention by name, though most likely they were well 
known at the time. Here, we may say, was the conception 
of what in after-years became the Democratic Party, though 
before it was born its sentiments materially changed from 
what they were at this time. 

The anniversary of the year 1786 is very minutely de- 
scribed in the following account : * 

" Monday last, the 1st of May, being the anniversary of 
the tutelar Saint of America, the Sachems and brothers of 
the Society of St. Tammany assembled at their wigwam on 
the banks of the Schuylkill. Early in the morning, the 
day was saluted by a discharge of the Society's artillery ; at 
8 o'clock three guns were fired and the standard of St. 
Tammany was displayed, supported on the right by the flag 
of Prance, and on the left by that of the United States of 
Holland. At the same time the Buck flag was displayed at 
the council chamber — at 10 o'clock the brethren generally 
assembled, and at 12 at beat of drum, the whole of the 
brothers assembled round the flag staff: soon after which, 
the sachems of the preceding year advanced from the council 
chamber into the circle, where at a signal, they all laid down 
their insignia of office. 

" The secretary then came forward and informed the 
brethren, that the time for which the sachems had been 
chosen was now expired ; and that they were consequently 
destitute of any officers, grand sachem and others. He 
asked, whether they would proceed to the choice of 13 

1 Penna. Evening Herald, May 6, 1786. 
VOL. XXVI. — 29 
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sachems for the ensuing year ? This they agreed to do and 
the following brothers were duly elected: Charles Biddle, 
Esq., Jonathan Bayard Smith, Alex. Boyd, Thomas Nevill, 
Fred. Phile, Daniel Hiester, ¥m. Coates, Joseph Dean, 
¥m, Tharpe, Emanuel Eyres, Zachariah Endress, Thomas 
Proctor, and Elias Boys. Upon the close of the election of 
the sachems three guns were discharged, when the sachems 
retired to the council chamber and then from among them- 
selves, elected as chief or grand sachem the Hon. Charles 
Biddle, Esq., Vice-president of the State of Penna. 

" The whole of the sachems were now dressed and 
invested with their gorgets and other insignia of office ; on 
the chief's breast was his gorget with the following in- 
scription surrounded with 13 stars ; St. Tammany the grand 
sachem, or the chief to whom all our nation looks up. 

" On the gorgets of each of the other sachems were in- 
scribed the names of the following warriors, lontonque, 
Tataboucksey, Hoowaniente, Pechemolind, Towarrah, De- 
unquatt, Shuctongo, Simougan, Tediescung, ShaubonMn, 
Kayashuta, and Hyngapushes. 

"Upon the appearance of the sachems the brethren 
again formed a circle round the flag — The sachems entered 
the circle when the secretary came forward, and proclaimed 
their choice of the grand sachem, who was ushered for- 
ward to the brethren by two of his brother sachems. He 
was received by the company who testified their approba- 
tion by three loud and chearful huzzas supported by the 
discharge of 13 guns — upon which brother (William) 
Pritchard came forward and delivered the following piece, 
which he had prepared for the day : 

" ' When superstition dark and hauty plan 
Fettered the genius and debased the man, 
Each trifling legend was as truth received ; 
The priest invented, and the crowd believed ; 
Nations adored the whim in stone or paint, 
And gloried in the fabricated saint. 
Some holy guardian, hence, each nation claims — 
Gay France her Dennis, and grave Spain her James, 
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Britons at once two mighty saints obey — 

Andrew and George maintain united sway, 

O'er humbler lands the same odd whim prevails ; 

Ireland her Patrick, boasts her David, Wales. 

We Pennsylvanians, these old tales reject, 

And our own saint think proper to erect — 

Immortal Tammany of Indian Eace, 

Great in the fields, and foremost in the chase, 

No puny saint was he, with fasting pale, 

He climbed the mountains, and swept the vale ; 

Bushed through the torrent with unequaled might ; — 

Your ancient saints would tremble at the sight — 

Caught the swift boar, and swifter deer with ease, 

And worked a thousand miracles like these. 

To public views, he added private ends, 

And loved his country most, and next his friends. 

With courage long he strove to ward the blow, 

(Courage we all respect, e'en in a foe) — 

And when each effort he in vain had tried, 

Kindled the flame in which he bravely died ! 

To Tammany let the full horn go round ; 

His fame let every honest tongue resound ; 

With him let every generous patriot vie 

To live in freedom, or with honor die 1 

Nor shall I think my labor too severe, 

Since ye, wise sachems, kindly deign to hear.' 

" The secretary then declared the laws which had been 
enacted in the council for the government of the day, 
which was that every brother should do just as he pleased; 
and if he did not the whole of the brothers were by com- 
pulsion to enforce him to do so ; and if he did not then do 
as he pleased, he was to be laughed at by the whole com- 
pany — And also, that if any dispute arose between any two 
brothers, which should tend in any measure to interrupt 
the harmony of the day, in order to discountenance them, 
they were both to be laughed at by the whole company. 

" The laws being proclaimed, the grand sachem seated 
himself, surrounded by his brother sachems, upon the 
council seat presented to the society from the Hughkugh- 
keagh nation, around the council fire when the calumet of 
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peace was lighted and smoked by* the grand sachem and 
his brethren and was afterwards banded around to the 
whole of the brothers, who all in rotation took a whiff. 
Several presents having been made to the society since the 
last anniversary they were all brought forward, and shown 
to the brethren assembled, who returned thanks thro' their 
sachems and gave them severally three huzzas. 

"Among the presents was an elegant portrait of the 
Indian Chief (who was lately in this city) Iontonkque or 
the Corn Plant commonly known by the name of Captain 
O'Bail taken from the life by Miss Eliza Phile and done in a 
very masterly manner, 2 feet and a half by one foot and a half. 

" During this interval, a cold collation was spread upon 
the tables, at the head of which was the council chamber, 
with feasts prepared for the sachems, under a canopy — The 
signal being given, every brother repaired with his scalping 
knife, to the repast, which they executed in a masterly man- 
ner ; the provisions being tolerably well scalped the warriors 
having played their parts well. 

" The whole then retired forming a circle round the flag 
staff went through their dances and then seated themselves 
around the council fire, when the heart-cheering glass being 
introduced, the grand sachem gave the following toasts 
which were drank by the whole of the brethren during a 
discharge of artillery and sky rockets. 

" 1. St. Tammany and the day. 

" 2. The Great Council Fire ot the United States — May 
the 13 fires glow in one blended blaze and illumine the 
Eagle in his flight to the Stars. 

" 3. Penna., and the illustrious President ot the State 
— May wisdom ever preside in our councils. 

" 4. Louis the Sixteenth. 

" 5. Our great grand sachem George "Washington, Esq. 

" 6. Our Allies and Friends — May the Lillies of France 
forever bloom — the Lion of the Netherlands rejoice in his 
strength and the Irish Harp ever be in union with the Thir- 
teen Stars. 
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" 7. Our Brother Iontonkque or the Corn Plant — May we 
ever remember that he visited our wigwam and spoke a 
good talk from our great grand fathers. 

" 8. The Friendly Indian Nations — our warriors and young 
men who fought, bled and gave good council for our nation. 

" 9. Our Mothers, Wives, Sisters and Daughters. 

" 10. The Merchants, Farmers and Mechanics of Penna. 
— May the manufactures of our own country ever have the 
preference of foreign ones. 

" 11. The University ot Penna., and all Seminaries ot 
learning. 

" 12. May the Whigs of America ever be united as a 
band of brothers. 

" 13. May the enemies of America never eat the bread ot 
it, drink the drink of it or kiss the pretty girls of it. 

" At this time a great number of the spectators rudely 
broke in upon the company which obliged the grand sachem 
to draw off the brethren to the city, which was done in In- 
dian file with music. 

" They then proceeded to the wigwam * of his excellency 
brother Benjamin Franklin who appearing was saluted 
with 13 huzzas from all the warriors, which he cordially 
received and thanked them for the honour paid him, when 
the brothers all retired to their own wigwams to see their 
squaws and papouseee. 

" Foot-Note. — The Sachems in behalf of themselves and their broth- 
ers offer their cordial thanks to Miss Phile for the above present in the 
following talk. 

"These glowing colours our applause command, 
The happy work of fair Eliza's hand ! 
Here as her genius and her taste we trace, 
Each savage feature softens into grace, 
What various merit must adorn the youth, 
How must he shine in valour, wit and truth, 
Who wins the heart of this accomplished Fair, 
And finds his happy image pictured there." 



1 Situated on the south side of Market Street, between Third and 
Fourth Streets, old number 116. 
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The changes in the personnel of the Sachems this year 
were as follows : Charles Biddle, who was made chief, was 
elected in October of 1785 to the position of Vice-President 
of the State of Pennsylvania. He early in life had entered 
upon a seafaring career, and most of his services to his 
country during the War of Independence were performed 
upon the ocean, though he was a member of, and saw ser- 
vice with, Captain Cowperthwaite's company of Quaker 
light infantry. The above incident Mr. Biddle has seen fit 
to omit in his autobiography, and we are at a loss to account 
for the omission in view of the fact that occurrences of much 
less moment are given with minuteness. 

Elias Boys, merchant, resided at 80 Penn Street, between 
South and Almond Streets. He was a member of the 
Friendly Sons of Saint Patrick. He married Martha Scull, 
at Christ Church, September 5, 1767, and died in October, 
1792. In 1788 he was made a member of the Board of 
Port "Wardens of Philadelphia. 

Zachariah Endriss, brewer, lived in Brewer's Alley, be- 
tween Second and Third Streets. He was elected a member 
of the German Society of the city in 1774. 

Thomas Nevill, house-carpenter, was located on Front 
Street, between Market and Arch Streets. 

William Tharpe was one of the earliest of what were 
known as " Pair Play" settlers on Indian lands in Lycoming 
County, in 1773, and returned to his land after the Revo- 
lution and secured his title to it. He with the rest of 
these settlers had been squatters, but in those days it was 
overlooked, and their titles were confirmed, owing to 
their services and losses in serving their country during 
the war. 

William Pritchard, the author of the poem, was a book- 
seller and keeper of a circulating library, and carried on his 
business in Market Street, between Second and Front Streets. 

The Hughkughkeagh nation mentioned is a little pleas- 
antry, for the word represents the sound made by Indians 
when they cheer. 
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As to histories of the Indian chiefs whose names are 
assumed upon this occasion by the Sachems of the Saint 
Tammany Society, three can be identified. First, Tammany, 
and of him we have given all the information obtainable. 
Of Iontonque, or Cornplanter, or Captain O'Beal we have 
just given an account. Of Tediescung, or Teedyuscung, 
Heckewelder writes that he was " the last Delaware Chief 
in those parts east of the Allegheny mountains. His name 
makes a conspicuous figure in the history of Pennsylvania 
previous to the revolution, and particularly towards the 
commencement of the war of 1756. Before he was raised 
to the station of a chief, he had signalized himself as an able 
counsellor in his nation. In the year 1749, he joined the 
Moravian Indian congregation, and the following year, was 
baptized by the name of ' Gideon.' He had been known 
before that under that of ' Honest John,' and while at the 
head of his nation, he was frequently distinguished by the 
title of ' King of the Delawares,' many people called him 
the ' War Trumpet.' He was ambitious, thought much of 
his rank and abilities ; liked to be considered as the King 
of his country, and was fond of having a retinue with him 
when he went to Philadelphia on business with the govern- 
ment. His greatest weakness was a fondness for strong 
drink, the temptation of which he could not easily resist. 
This unfortunate propensity was the cause of his cruel and 
untimely death ; he was burnt in his cabin in 1763." 

"We assume that, as Timothy Matlack's name is not men- 
tioned this year as being secretary, Mr. Edward Pole held 
the position of master of ceremonies, and that in some way 
he must have slighted the editor of the paper that attacked 
him with such vigor. 

The interchangeableness of the names Pole and Beve- 
ridge is shown by the diarist Hiltzheimer in his accounts of 
the dinners of the Saint Tammany Society. 

That other States were worshipping at the same shrine 
as the sons of Pennsylvania is shown by the following 
account : 
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"Eichmond, Va., May 4th, 1786. 

" Monday last, the 1st instant, the Sons of St. Tammany, 
in memory of the anniversary of their American Saint, 
gave a very sumptuous entertainment at the Capitol in this 
city, to which were invited a number of gentlemen of dif- 
ferent nations, who participated with them on the occasion, 
when the following toasts were drank and the day spent in 
the utmost good humor. 

" 1. The Sons of St. Tammany. — May the gallant spirit 
of their sire animate their bosoms and fire them with the 
love of liberty and independence. 

" 2. Congress. — May their wisdom and integrity for- 
ever cement the union and secure the blessings of free- 
dom. 

"3. Our late illustrious Commander-in-Chief. — May he 
be as happy as he is beloved. 

" 4. The Legislative, Executive, and judiciary, of Vir- 
ginia. — May the execution of this important trust reflect 
splendor on their public characters, and the love of their 
countrymen attend them in retirement. 

" 5. Our Ambassadors abroad. — May Republican zeal 
direct their political talents and their hearts remain true 
amidst the machinations of Courts. 

" 6. The Sons of St. Patrick. — May the torch of friend- 
ship lighted between them and the Sons of St. Tammany 
continue blazing to eternity. 

" 7. Agriculture and Commerce. — May they go hand in 
hand to bless our country and meet that encouragement 
they merit. 

" 8. The Seminaries of Learning. — While they advance 
Science may they diffuse the spirit of virtue. 

" 9. The worthy sons of all Saints. 

" 10. May the Hatchet ot American politics never be 
turned against herself. 

" 11. May the Sons of St. Tammany always be disposed 
to exchange the bow and tomahawk for the peaceful 
calumet. 
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" 13. May the great spirit encircle the whole world in the 
belt of friendship." 



A letter to the Packet from Savannah, Georgia, dated 
May 4, 1786, is as follows : 1 

" On Monday the 1st instant a number of gentlemen 
from the northern states met at the hotel in this town to 
celebrate the anniversary of St. Tammany, their tutelar 
saint, where an elegant dinner was provided, and the day 
spent in the true spirit of brotherly conviviality. At the 
table the following toasts, in the ancient and expressive 
style of their patron, were drank, viz : 

" 1. St. Tammany and liberty of conscience. 

" 2. Uncle Hancock and the great council. 

" 3. Our great brother, the King of France and all his 
children. 

" 4. All our brothers beyond the great water. 

" 5. Our Messengers to all the nations. 

" 6. Brother Washington our head warrior. 

" 7. Our old Good brother Franklin. 

" 8. The ladies that love us and the children they 
bear us. 

" 9. Fat Bucks and full ears of corn in their season for- 
ever. 

" 10. A clean calumet and sweet tobacco to all that smoke 
with us. 

"11. A fair trade for good things with all nations. 

" 12. Wise laws in full force throughout America. 

" 13. The true faith to our tawny brothers, and sound 
morals and moderation to all christians. 

" Should the people of Georgia, according to the custom 
of the nations of Europe, and the example of their northern 
brethren feel the propriety of a patronage of this kind, they 
will no doubt canonise this good, jolly old saint and pay 
respect to this day." 

1 Pennsylvania Packet, June 5, 1786. 
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" All Christian countries," says the Savannah Bepubliean, 
" have their tutelar Saint. England has her Saint George, 
Scotland her Saint Andrew; Ireland her Saint Patrick, 
France her Saint Crispan and Spain her Santa Jago. In. 
this country, we have Saint Tammany. Through the Revo- 
lutionary "War the natal day of this saint was ohserved 
with great respect by the army, as well as by the people. 
It was not till Mr. Jefferson's administration, when General 
Dearborn was Secretary of "War that the observance of it 
by the army was dispensed with and the change was made 
then only with the view of carrying out the system of re- 
trenchment which the President sought to introduce in the 
administration of the government. The first fort built at 
St. Mary's Camden County and perhaps the first in the 
state was called Port Saint Tammany. A gentleman now 
residing in this city was present while a boy at a celebration 
by the officers and soldiers stationed at the fort on Saint 
Tammany's Day. The May pole used on the occasion was 
a tree with its branches and bark removed ; and around that 
the soldiers danced and celebrated the day." 

Our Mr. Pole once more had to stand the lash from the 
newspapers. To better understand the article which follows, 
we would state that Pole's advertisement was one of the 
most constant and conspicuous, — a wood-cut of a fish heads 
it, then follows the offering of poles and fishing-tackle and 

sporting goods, etc. "Who S dd — S's was or what the 

transaction referred to, at this late date is impossible to 
state. 

" Mr. Oswald : 

" As you have hitherto by frequent encomiums bestowed 
on me in your newspaper, contributed much towards the 
establishment of my reputation as a citizen and by frequent 
advertisements (for which you have generously made no 
charge,) rendered my trade not only flourishing but rapid, 
I take the liberty of requesting that you will out of your 
neighborly kindness by inserting the advertisement annexed, 
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endeavor to draw the attention of the public to that very 
important article of Buck's lails} 

" buck's tails. 

" For St. Tammany's Day may be provided at the lufl 
and Jackie "Warehouse in Market Street. 

" Ye lovers of frolic, who blithsome and gay, 
Resolve to be merry on Tammany's Day ; 

I Neddy the Sachem, by some surnamed P e, 

For a moment would like your attention to call. 

In barbarous days, ere America rose 

The pride of her Friends, and the scourge of her foes, 

Old Tammany bounding o'er valley and hill, 

Every deer that he met would constantly kill : 

So each of his sons in remembrance of that, 

On his birthday displays a Buck's Tail in his hat. 

Now those who this tuft emblematic must buy, 

To me let them come, and their wants I'll supply. 

Since S dd — S's deer skins I plundered of late, 

I their tails can retail at a moderate rate : 

'Tis the joy of my heart all my neighbors to fleece ; 

Come buy my fine Buck Tails at six-pence apiece. 

"Neddy the Sachem." 

That the usual ceremonies prevailed on May 1, 1787, we 
can most certainly infer, though an account of the meet- 
ing is wanting in the public prints and in its place appears 
the ode which follows. 

"ODE FOR SAINT TAMMANY, THIS DAT MAY 1787. 

" Tammany. Balance a straw. 

"Once more on Fair Schuylkill we cheerfully meet, 
Our Sachems, our warriors, our brethren to greet ; 
The Great King above, has allow' d us again 
To bury the hatchet, and brighten the chain. 
Then your hands all my sons — who for freedom have stood, 
Who rescued my land at th' expense of your blood : 
Such honors in hist'ry's bright annals shall shine, 
And I glory to think such bold heroes are mine. 



1 Independent Gazetteer, April 21, 1787. 
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"First Sachem. Over the hills, &c. 

' ' Our hearts and hands are always free, 
To brave the storm for Tammany ; 
When he commands, his sons obey, 
Over the hills and far away. 

" Chorus. 
' ' Over the hills, like wind we fly, 
To crush the foe, or bravely die ; 
Our Saint's commands none disobey, 
Over the hills and far away. 

"De capo — the chorus, the whole. 

"Second Sachem. Peas upon a trencher. 

"To Columbia's glory, 
Eecorded well in story, 
We'll fill the glass, 
And let it pass — 
' Confusion to each Tory.' 

" Chorus repeated. 

"Third Sachem. Once the Gods of the Greets, &e. 

"Push about the brisk glass, 'twill enliven the soul, 
'Tis the wine that absorbs all dull thinking ; 
E'er Cupid himself must give way to the bowl, 
For his wounds are all caus'd by good drinking. 

" Chorus. 
" For 'tis wine, generous wine, that all sorrow destroys, 
And routs our vexations and care : 
The bottle was always a fountain of joy, 
That wash'd off the dregs of dispair. 

"Chorus repeated. 

"Fourth Sachem. The black rogue. 

" Sing 1 guahee honigee — honigee, makoonos, 
Siskee anarichee, saturana waa ; 
Oroonyagh makoonos, satira nekoonos, 
Sangua taverana kenan anungara. 

" Chorus. 
" Drink round, drink round, each sachem and brother, 
Drink round, drink round, and heed what I say ! 
A day like this, you'll ne'er find another, 
So let us be cheerful, brisk, merry and gay. 

" Chorus repeated. 



1 The Mickmack dialect. 
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" Tammany. Vaudville-balance a straw. 

' ' Farewell ye fair banks, and ye fresh blooming trees, 
Soft scenes of rich plenty and sweet smiling ease ; 
Again I return to the regions above, 
And leave you my blessing, my wisdom, my love. 

"Guard your rights while you live, with' your swords and your guns, 
And may they descend, unalloy'd to your sons ! 
While Sol on this day shall propitiously shine — 
Be Peace, Independence, and Liberty — thine. 

" Four last lines repeated. 

"J. P." 

It is very well to know that the first line of the ode 
makes the statement that 

"Once more on Fair Schuylkill we cheerfully meet." 

It is certainly very tantalizing that no mention of those 
who took part on this occasion is given ; the only one we 
can be sure of is Mr. Edward Pole. It is worthy of note, 
however, that diarist Hiltzheimer, in his diary of May 1 ot 
this year, states that he dined at 0. Breton's place on the 
banks of the Schuylkill by appointment with the following 
gentlemen : K Boys, A. Geyer [Guyer] , William Richards, 1 
S. McLane, P. Ozeas, Philip Pancake, John Purdon, and 
Mr. Forbach. 

This house is marked on the map as being on the west 
bank of the Schuylkill at the end of the Upper Ferry, just 
across the public road from Pole's place. Whether this 
was where the Tammany Society held its meeting or not, 
we cannot say ; but as Hiltzheimer was pretty certain, as we 
learn from his diary, to celebrate the 1st of May, we are 
inclined to think that the party mentioned as dining 
together were celebrating the day with our Sons. 

The histories of those of the party that we locate point to 

their being very patriotic in their ideas and actions. Geyer 

held commissions in the Revolutionary army from 1777 to 

1781. Philip Pancake was a captain under Colonel Jona- 

1 Captain in the Pennsylvania navy. 
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than Bayard Smith, hoth having been associated in the 
army with members of the Society that we have mentioned 
before. One of the Boys family was prominent at a previ- 
ous meeting. Ozeas took a prominent part in the year 
following in a civic procession celebrating the adoption of 
the Federal Constitution. The above with Hiltzheimer 
seem to us to be a party that would seek to keep up 
the customs of Saint Tammany's Bay. About this time the 
advertisement of Pole disappears from the papers, and 
from what Heckewelder says, in his account of Tammany, 
we are led to think that business misfortunes had overtaken 
him, and we are confirmed in this by an advertisement of 
his that appears in the following year, of which we will 
speak later. It is likely that, on account of the above, the 
nearest place, which was Breton's, was selected at which to 
hold the festival this year. 

"We now notice for the first time mention of the Tam- 
many Society of New York which appears both in the 
Philadelphia and New York papers of this year. Strange 
to say, in all the histories of the New York Society that 
we have seen, it is mentioned as starting two years later. 
Here follows the account of its first meeting. 

" New York, May 4th. 1 

" Tuesday last being St. Tammany's Day (the Tutelar St. 
of America) the St. Tammany Society of this city held 
their anniversary meeting at the "Wigwam at Hall's. 

" At eight o'clock P.M., the Society sat down to an ele- 
gant supper provided by Mr. Hall, after which the following 
toasts were drank, viz : 

" 1st. The Day ; all who honor it. 

" 2nd. The land of Liberty. 

" 3d. Congress and their Allies. 

"4th. The State of New York, and all who wish its 
prosperity. 

" 5th. His Excellency the truly great and virtuous George 
"Washington, Esquire. 

1 Penna. Packet, May 11, 1787. 
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" 6th. Louis XVI, King of France ; his amiable Queen 
and Royal Family. 

" 7th. Perpetual unanimity and prosperity to the Sons of 
St. Tammany throughout the world. 

" 8th. The noble Patriots who fell in the cause of Ameri- 
can Liberty. 

" 9th. May the war hatchet be buried, and the pipe of 
peace be smoked 'till time shall be no more. 

" 10th. May the industry of the beaver, the frugality of 
the ant, the constancy of the dove, be the perpetual charac- 
teristicks of the Sons of St. Tammany. 

" 11th. The daughters of St. Tammany and their pa- 
pouces. 

" 12th. May the American chain never be tarnished by 
the rust of discord. 

" 13th. May honor, virtue, and true sense of liberly and 
a detestation of Slavery, be characteristicks of Americans 
and all their adopted brethren. 

" The evening being spent with that cordiality, good 
humor and love that always prevails when Sons of St. 
Tammany meet, after drinking the above toasts, and sing- 
ing some excellent songs in honor of their Tutelar Saint, 
and smoking the pipe of peace, every man departed to his 
own Wigwam, and hunting ground — 

"In hopes the ensuing year to spend, 
In peace and love with every friend. 

"A correspondent observes that the establishing the 
St. Tammany's Society does honor to the promotors, and 
makes not the least doubt but it will be the most respect- 
able society in the city in the course of a little time." 

(To be continued.) 



